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Child Labor Around the World
Percentages of children ages 5 –14 engaged in child labor in selected countries
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1   Which of these accurately describes the history  

of child labor in the United States? 

a Child labor began during the Great Depression. 
b Child labor has been banned under federal law since 1867.
c The nature of child labor changed during the Industrial 

Revolution.
d all of the above

2   The Fair Labor Standards Act did all of the following 

except 

a set a standard age at which children could  
be employed.

b create a federal minimum wage for all workers.
c require employers to provide health insurance  

for all workers.
d establish a standard work week of 40 hours. 

3   Which president signed the Fair Labor Standards Act 

into law? 

a Andrew Johnson
b Franklin D. Roosevelt
c John F. Kennedy
d Lyndon B. Johnson

4   A constitutional amendment regulating  

child labor 

a was passed by Congress but not ratified  
by enough states.

b was added to the constitution in 1908.
c is currently being reviewed by the Supreme Court.
d was ratified in 1924 and then repealed two  

years later.

5   In 1908, Lewis Hine was hired by labor unions to 

a lobby Congress for a minimum wage.
b take family farmers to court over job safety.
c photograph child laborers to document their workplace 

conditions.
d investigate the deadly Triangle Shirtwaist  

factory fire.
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1   What checks and balances in the federal government are evident in the history of child labor legislation described  
in this article?

2  Why does sociologist Daniel Cornfield say that child labor at one time was “not considered exploitative”?

3   Why do you think labor conditions have been slow to change in places like Bangladesh?   
Do you think change will eventually come? Explain.

QUIZ 4  TIMES PAST

IN-DEPTH QUESTIONS
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1   How old do you think these glass-factory workers are? Why do you think they were hired?

2   What does the photo suggest about conditions at the factory?

3   How has employment changed for young people since this photo was taken in the early 1900s?

ESSAY 
At what age should people be allowed to work? Why? What rules do you think employers of young people should have to follow?

Minimum Age and a Minimum Wage 
p. 16

PHOTO ANALYSIS


